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JOHN

SINCE A tEW DAfS AFTER | eoT MY ICEHOUSE
SET, I'VE BEEN WONTDEEING WAAT WAS o\ YOur
MIND AS YoUu TETERMINED PIECE SIZE. 1'VE  CoME

TO THE <coNcLUusionN THAT A SMALL MAN ON <cBUWTCHES
BRELPED YoUu — AND HE HELD ONE CEUTCH (N RIS
MoWT B AND ONE UNDEER  HIS ARM AS HE COMPUTED
PNeAMD SIZE. )

AT FIRST, | THOUGHT THE BASE sSI2E |
( SEE PAGES 3,4 ) wWoULD BE OBVIOUS , Muc# LIKE
PNEAMID PoOINT VALUE. THE TWO-POINT PlecE
BEING  THEEE — FOURTHS ©OF THE THREEPOINT PYRAMID
LED ME T06 BELIEVE THAT THE oNe-POINT FPIECE
WOULD BE EITHER NINE- STEENTHS (e = %4+ 3L)
or  OoNE -HALF (Yz= L-'"a-'Y4). SO | MEASUERED
IT. FIVE-EIGHTS 7 IS THIS LEGALT

S0, | CONDUCTED THE TFolLLOWING TEST 7TO
THE BEST oF MY ABILITY:

PIECE FACE HETGHT (A) BASE SIZE (B)
(PoIntTS) (INCHES) (INCHES ALSD)
1 1 5/
2 1 3s 3/4
3 1 34 I

CNOW, |F WE CONSIDER BASE SIZE TO Bt THE INDEPENTENT
VABIABLE AND FACE HEIGHT DEPENDENT —
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FROM HERE , TWO POSSIBILITIES EMERGE —

@ THE FACE MEIGHT WAS MEANT T0 INCREASE 2A° AS PIEE
VALUE INCEEASED — IN WHICH CASE FACE HEIGHT WAS
THE DETERMINING FACTTR .

@ THE RBASE SIZE WAS MEANT IO  INCREASE BY 'le”

" AND THEN BY %’ AS PIECE VALUE INCREASED...
S0 BRASE SIZE WOULD BE THE TDETERMINING
FACTOR..

THE EQUATION For @ 1S FH = 5+ P(%B) mwes
WHEEE FR 1 FALL HEIGHT
A P15 POINT VaLUE « P=1,Z,3
THE EQUATION FOR @ 1S s = 2@ hes
WIEREL BS> 1D BASE SHE
AND P 15 POINT VALUE ,P7 123,
WE CAN  ALL TELL THAT THESE To NOT VARY
N THE SAME  WAY.
THERE WEEE MOEE PoOssSIBILITIES -
@ THE AREA OF EACH wAS A FUNCTION oF VALUE
~THIS WAS FALSE AND woulD BE RIDICULOUS.
THE PIECES WEERE MEANT TO DESCEND N
A STRAIGHT LINE WHEN S1iTINGe SI\PE BY SVPE
CALSO  SOoMEWHAT RIDICULOUS)~SEE PAGES 34.
© THE PIECES WERE MEANT TO BE SIMILIAR PYRAMIDS,
AND (THEREFORE) SIMILIAE. TRIANGLES, BUT THE
MAN oN CEUTCHES KEFT WIGGLING.
IN ANY CASE, oNLY ONE of THE LETTEREDP POSSIBILITIES
AND  ONE oF ThE NUMEBEEREP TPOSSIBILITIES CAN BXBT AT
ONCE. NEGLECTING THE TPossiBILITY THAY ®- THE SIZES
WERE ARBITRARY, | CREATEDP THE NEXT TWO PAGES
OoF Fl6URES TO SHow THE TIFFEReNT CHOICES
AVAILABLE ; (UERENT, PROPOSED, AND STRAIGHT LINE
FOR.  CASES @- BASE SI12E VS, FACE REIGHT, AND ®-FACE
KEIGHT VS, EASE SIZE. THE PROVOSED CHANGES WoOUuLD
MAKE THE PYRAM|DS sSIMILIAE ( EQUAL ANGLES) SO THEY
WOULP STACK OR SiT MoORE EVENLY. 1| AM PARTIAL TO
THE RASE SI1ZE vs. EACE HREIGHT Posssszu‘rv
BECAUSE THE BS EQUATION WU3ES EXPONENT "7 MiINUS ONE.

TO CoMPUTE  THE SIMILIAR  TRIANGLES, | USED THE
THREE- POINT PYRAMID AS THE STANDARD (FH:175, Bs=1).
TO COMPUTE TRE STRAIGHT LINE METHOD, THE PYRAMIDS
WERE FPLACED Si1DE BY SIDE AND A LINE DEAWN FROM
THE TOP oF THE THREE- POINT 10 THE ToP oF THE oNE-POINT
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OF COURSE , T 5 OBVIOUS THAT pPossiBiLITY @0 s
THE CORRECT CHOICE. NOT oNLY DO THE FPYEAMID
BASE SiZE ANE FACEHLZ»E_J,GHT VARY WITH A NEAT
TAUATION ¢ BS= F FA =g , BUT THE PYRAMIDS
ARE SIMILIAR Too.

£ YOoU ABRE DEAD SET oN usie ®- THE
STRAIGHT LINE WETHoD , REASONABLE VALUES WERE

OBTAINED ON THNE "FACE vs. BASE® CHART (vAGE 4

SWGGESTED PYRAMID FACE VALUES

PIECE FACE P;Ele HT (A) BASE SI\ZE (8)
(POINTS) CIND (1N, ALSD)
1 1 %2 5/
2 1°/e 3/4
3 134 1

ON YEAH, THE REASON | MEASURET THEM WAS

T FIND out  #HOW  MUcH )00 WOOPEN VARNISHED
SETS WOUWLD CosST ~— JLL TELL YOU LATER.. ALSO)
"READ PLASTICST 1S oONE  OF THE NATIONS LARGEST
PLASTIC  COMPANIES - COULDN'T TREY MAKE GOOP

PIECES ¢

FS- I'™M ECRED. wWHY LISt would + Bt MEASURING
PLASTIC WIECES AND WTRITING THIS oD
LETTER 10 YoOW? SEE Yol AT t6c BREAK..

- 30 1. PECS ARe [MPRACTICAL
(FH = 1853 miles, 2869¢+., 4 8in. 5
BS = 1059 mles, 885, 40z in.)

T

- ARENT VoW elad NouTEe NOT BOEED ALSOT

~ L DIDN'T MEAN o KoK YOUE. SETS , BUT
Z ov 3 PIECES ARE ALREADY BEOKEN.



